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town and to give me some rag to put round myself, if only the
wrapper you may have brought for your linen when you came.
And in return may the gods grant you your heart's desire; may
they give you a husband and a home, and the harmony that is so
much to be desired, since there is nothing nobler or more admir-
able than when two people who see eye to eye keep house as
man and wife, confounding their enemies and delighting their
friends, as they themselves know better than anyone/
^Sir/ said the white-armed Nausicaa, ^our manners prove
that you are no rascal and no fool; and as for these ordeals of
yours, they must have been sent you by Olympian Zeus, who
follows his own will in dispensing happiness to people whatever
their merits. You have no choice but to endure. But since you
have come to our country and our city here, you certainly shall
not want for clothing or anything else that an unfortunate out-
cast has the right to expect from those he approaches. I will show
you to the town and tell you who we are. This country and the
city you will see belong to the Phaeacians. I myself am the
daughter of King Alcinous, who is the head and mainstay of
our state/
Here she turned and called out her orders to the gentle-
women in attendance: * Stop, my maids. Where are you flying
to at the sight of a man? Don^t tell me you take him for an
enemy, for there is no man on earth, nor ever will be, who would
dare to set hostile feet on Phaeacian soil. The gods are too fond
of us for that. Remote in this sea-beaten home of ours, we are
the outposts of mankind and come in contact with no other
people. The man you see is an unfortunate wanderer who has
strayed here, and now commands our care, since all strangers
and beggars come under the protection of Zeus, and the charity
that is a trifle to us can be precious to others. Bestir yourselves,
girls, provide our guest with food and drink, and bathe him in
the river where there^s shelter from the wind.'
The rebuke from their mistress checked the women^s flight.
They called halt to each other, and then found Odysseus a seat
in the sheltered spot that the Princess Nausicaa had pointed out.

